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yards were crammed to overflowing with fashionable
equipages; it seemed indeed as though the whole world
had turned out to witness the ceremony, and the princely
candidate's entry at the College gates wore the air of a
triumphal procession. He looked very unfit to mingle with
the crowd (shabby and uncouth as such lads generally
are) among whom he now had to take his place, sitting
right at the end of the bench, for he was the youngest
scholar present; and it was small wonder that he came
near to wincing as he took his place amid his uncouth
class-mates.

On this occasion also the presence of so large and profane
an audience sorely tried the nerves of the academic authori-
ties, and it was to the accompaniment of constant appeals
for silence and good manners that Yugiri read his portion.
But he did not feel in the least put out and performed his
task with complete success.

This occasion had an important effect upon the fortunes
of the College. It began to recover much of its old prestige,
and henceforward the students were drawn not only from
the lower and middle, but also to a considerable degree
from the upper classes, and it became more and more
frequent for the holders of high office to have received a
certain amount of education. It was found that the pos-
session of Degrees, such as that of Doctor of Letters or
even Bachelor, was now an advantage in after life and
frequently led to more rapid promotion. This incited both
masters and pupils to unprecedented efforts. At Genji's
palace too the making of Chinese poems became frequent;
both scholars and professors were often his guests, and
learning of every kind was encouraged and esteemed in a
manner seldom before witnessed at Court.

The question of appointing an Empress now became
urgent.